
T
he Vancouver Whitecaps hope a plan to 
move their proposed downtown waterfront 
soccer stadium from its original location 
next to the Gastown rail yards and onto 

the Port Lands will win the consensus approval 
that has eluded the project thus far.

Last year, the Whitecaps submitted a plan 
to the city to build a 15,000-seat soccer sta-
dium above the rail yards beside Waterfront 
Station. Council, in turn, asked the Whitecaps 
to address five key problems with the proposal: 
road access to the stadium; liability related to 
dangerous goods in the rail yards; how it would 
affect local residents; how it would fit into 
Gastown’s historic architecture; and its impact 
on the Vancouver Port Authority land. 

The Whitecaps believe that moving the 
stadium slightly northwest on an area of that 
that includes the Port Lands and the SeaBus 
terminal is a big step toward their goal.

“The most important of the five key require-
ments was the impact on the future Port Lands 

development,” says Bob Lenarduzzi, the 
Whitecaps’ director of soccer operations. “If we 
get [the Port Authority] onside, it’s something 
that will go a long way to resolving the other 
four key requirements.”

City staff, however, say it’s still too early to 
determine whether moving the stadium onto 
the Port Lands will solve their four remaining 
concerns. City planner Matt Shillito says the 
proposal will now be put to public consultation 
over the next seven months. The city will study 
the stadium proposal in conjunction with its 
ongoing Central Waterfront Hub study. Any 
plan with the Port Authority would also require 
consent from the federal government.

The Whitecaps stadium proposal has 
received a great deal of support from across the 
city, but has met with strong opposition from 
Gastown and Downtown Eastside residents, 
who would be most affected by the develop-
ment. The recent deflation of the BC Place roof 
has renewed the public’s interest in looking at 
new stadium alternatives, but not everyone is 
sure building a stadium along the city’s most 
valuable waterfront land is the best solution.

“There are still some hurdles and we need 
to keep our eyes and ears open for other sites,” 
says Vision Vancouver councillor Heather Deal, 
who suggests the stadium might be better suited 
along the Southeast False Creek flats.

The city staff report will go to council on 
Thursday, Feb. 1.

Locals oppose English Bay 
restaurant plan

A 
parks board decision to build a privately 
owned restaurant on English Bay has 
drawn concern from some West End com-
munity activists and parks commissioners, 

who say its menu might not be respectful of 
beach-goers’ economic diversity.

Last week, the Non-Partisan Association 
(NPA) majority on the parks board voted to pay 
Acton Ostry Architects $59,000 to draw up plans 
for a 3,500 square-foot, 175-seat bistro to replace 
the old 1,600 sqaure-foot, 28-seat concession 
stand that sits at the foot of Denman at Beach. 

The proposed English Bay bistro is part of 
the parks board’s plan (approved in May 2006) 
to privatize the food services on Vancouver’s 
beaches. Coalition of Progressive Electors 
(COPE) commissioner Loretta Woodcock says 
she’s received complaints that the prices at these 
private concession stands are too expensive. 

“We’ve had some complaints [from families] 
that they can’t afford the food when they bring 
their kids to the beach,” says Woodcock. “I think 
there should be some acknowledgment or sensi-
tivity to people who don’t necessarily want to walk 
into a facility that’s going to cost them a lot more 
money. It just discourages people from using it.”

The English Bay bistro may prove to be 
similar to Watermark restaurant on Kitsilano 
Beach, which was leased out by the parks 
board to a private owner. Main entrées there 
range from $14.99 to $34.99. West End 
Residents Association (WERA) director Aaron 
Jasper says the proposed bistro should have 
gone to community consultation before the 
contract was awarded to Acton, in order to 
avoid a similar result.

“Our attitude is that the parks board is mind-
ing the shop,” says Jasper. “Those are our parks 
and our beaches, and if you want to make alter-
nations and do some renovations, then you had 
better run it by the landlord first.”

NPA commissioner Marty Zlotnik says there 

will be plenty of opportunity for West End 
residents to voice their opinion about the bistro 
once the plans are drawn up. However, he 
doesn’t believe it’s the parks board’s responsibil-
ity to provide affordable food. “We’re not plan-
ning on subsidizing the public here,” he says. “If 
the people want inexpensive food, they can go 
across the street to McDonald’s.”

Sean Condon 
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Big box, little movie: The Necessary Visions 
series presents a screening of the documen-
tary Wal-Town: The Film at the Vancouver 
Public Library’s Central Branch (350 W. 
Georgia) on Thursday, Jan. 25, 7:30 p.m. 
The film attempts to raise public awareness 
about Wal-Mart’s business practices and 
the effect the company’s policies have had 
on Canadian communities and international 
human rights, through the efforts of six uni-
versity students who make a cross-country 
trek to many of the megastores’ sites. Info: 
Waltown.com and 604 331-3603.

Ciao bella: Andrea Batilla, director of 
the Milan Fashion School and Instituto 
Europeo di Design, makes a special presen-
tation about Italian design and contempo-
rary trends at the Sutton Place Hotel 
(845 Burrard) on Thursday, Jan. 25, from 
4:30-5:30 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. The free event 
aims to teach budding fashionistas about 
the latest trends for the upcoming year. 
Info: info@iedDesign.com and 604 628-1647.

Me read pretty one day: The Vancouver 
Public Library and Literacy BC present a 
series of free events in celebration of Family 
Literacy Week at the library’s Central Branch 
(350 W. Georgia) from January 25-31. On 
Friday, Jan. 26, Vanessa Little and Dr. Paul 
Kershaw present a lecture on ‘Setting the 
Course for a Lifetime of Learning,’ from 
8-10 a.m. On Saturday, Jan. 27, authors 
Trevor Lai and David Ward present ‘Write 
On!’, a forum about child literacy, from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Info and registration: 
family@literacy.bc.ca and 604 684-0624.

People get ready: The City of Vancouver 
continues its series of Neighbourhood 
Emergency Preparedness Programs with 
a Personal Emergency workshop at the 
Sunset Community Centre (404 E. 51st) 
on Saturday, Jan. 27, 2-4 p.m.; and a 
Disaster First Aid workshop at the Kitsilano 
Community Centre (2690 Larch) on 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 7-9 p.m. These ses-
sions offer advice on how to prepare for an 
emergency and provide basic support to 
injured persons during a disaster.

West End Residents Association director 

Aaron Jasper: “Those are [the public’s] 

parks and beaches.” 

P
H

O
TO

:  
D

O
U

G
 S

H
A

N
K

S

Downtown’s largest  furniture store
Contemporary condo-or iented furniture

Next day del ivery
(subject  to avai labi l i ty )

Free parking with purchase
Downtown:

Internat iona l  V i l lage Ground F loor
88 W.  Pender

Te l :  604-915-9753
M/T/W/Sat  11am-8pm

Th/Fr i  11am-9pm
Sun 12pm-7pm

Coqui t lam:
Henderson P lace 2nd f loor

1163 P inet ree  Way
Tel :  604-941-6725
M-Sat  10am-7pm

Sun.  11am-6pm

H O M E
Q U A R T E R S

F U R N I S H I N G S

20-50%
OFF

S E L E C T  I T E M S

W W W . B C H O M E Q U A R T E R S . C O M

$599*

Queen Bed & Mattress
LA06+MS1

$999*

Leather Sofa Set
5028-1+2+3 $599*

Extendable Glass Dining Table
& 4 Chairs

009DT+139CH 

$599*

Sectional Leather Sofa
LPX1037

HOST A SEX 

TOY PARTY!
Call us for details

Photo: Tallulah

 SEX     SMART
silicone vibrators • sensual gifts
lubes • toys for boys • condoms

books • videos • lingerie

1819 W. 5th & Burrard
604.742.9988 www.artofloving.ca

Sun Jan 28, Erotic Massage
men only $30

Mon Jan 29, Light His Fire
women only $30

Tues Jan 30, How to Have a Great Orgasm
women only $30

Wed Jan 31, Introduction to Swinging in Vancouver
$30

Sun Feb 4, Speed Dating, 30-45 Men & Women
WOMEN 2 FOR 1, $30

Labour & Employment Law
Personal Injury & Civil Litigation

Shafik Bhalloo
email: sbhalloo@kmslawyers.com      

604-331-8308
#1100 One Bentall Centre, 

505 Burrard Street,
Vancouver, B.C. V7X 1M5

Kornfeld Mackoff Silber LLP
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

• No surcharge for additional drivers or 
for those under 25 • Minimum age 21

DRIVE A 
GOOD BARGAIN!

1349 Hornby St. 604-688-0001
1-888-665-3777 www.rentawreck.ca

10% OFF WITH AD

Phone:

TONY CHEE

Division Director
(604) 682-5431

tony.chee@investorsgroup.com

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
MP1107

When does it ever pay 
to be late?

When you anticipate 
earning more within a few 
years, you make your RRSP 
contribution, but hold back 
claiming some of your RRSP 
deduction until you receive 
a larger tax break. Call us 
to fi nd out how The Plan™

can help you prosper now... 
and over time.

Book early for our Estate 
Planning seminar in April! 

Find out how we can 
help you build your own 
practice as a professional 
Consultant!

Can my RSP deductions
arrive fashionably late?

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.


